A growing number of professional associations have developed positions, policy statements, or reports on their role in supporting food systems that advance environmental and human health. These tools guide membership in their professional practice, influence policy changes within the association, and provide justification for policy initiatives at the local, state and federal levels. The objective of the resolution was to address how medical schools, hospitals, and other health care facilities can model and encourage healthy eating in a manner that supports environmentally sustainable agricultural and food system practices. Specifically, the AMA supports (a) responsible waste management policies, including appropriate recycling and waste reduction; (b) the use of ecologically sustainable products, foods, and materials; (c) the development of products that are nontoxic, sustainable, and ecologically sound; (d) building practices that reduce resource utilization and contribute to a healthy environment; and (e) community-wide adoption of "green" initiatives and activities by organizations, businesses, homes, schools, and government and health care entities. This report defines sustainability within the context of the overall food system and outlines areas requiring further attention. Available at: http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/ pub/upload/mm/475/refcomd.pdf.
American Dietetic Association
American Medical Association PolicyFinder Database. The AMA has many policies that address agricultural practices that promote environmental and public health and can be found at http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/noindex/advocacy/11760.shtml. Examples of these policies recommend AMA members to:
• Encourage health care facilities to purchase and serve food that promotes health and prevents disease (H-150.949 and D-150.989 ).
• Oppose the nontherapeutic use of antimicrobials in agriculture (H-440.895 and CSAPH Rep. 8-A-09, page 2).
• Support systematic safety assessments of genetically modified foods and continued research into the potential health and environmental impacts of genetically modified crops (H-480.958).
• Urge maximum feasible reductions of all forms of air pollution (H-135.998).
• Support alerting the public about the health hazards of environmental pollution and the need for expanded research and control measures (H-135.996).
• Encourage physicians to be spokespersons for environmental stewardship (H-135.973 and H-135.969 ).
American Planning Association http://www.planning.org
• American Planning Association Policy Guide on Community and Regional Food Planning, May 2007. The purpose of this policy guide is to strengthen connections between traditional planning and the emerging field of community and regional food planning. Specifically, this policy guide equips planners with the tools to build stronger, sustainable, and more self-sufficient community and regional food systems. Using a framework of 7 policies, this guide outlines suggested roles for planners in establishing communities and regions that have a food system that contributes to economic vitality, public health, ecological sustainability, social equity, and cultural diversity. Available at: http://www.planning.org/ policy/guides/adopted/food.htm.
The American Planning Association has additional guides available that advance public health through agriculture and environmental initiatives. The following policy guides are available at http://www.planning.org/policy/guides/:
• Policy Guide on Planning for Sustainability, April 2000.
• Policy Guide on Agriculture and Land Preservation, April 1999.
• Policy Guide on Endangered Species and Habitat Protection, April 1999.
American Public Health Association http://www.apha.org
• American Public Health Association Policy Statement (Policy Number: 200712) . Toward a Healthy, Sustainable Food System, November 2007. This position paper reviews the scientific basis for understanding the US food system and sustainability, addresses specific issues of concern, discusses key related policies and action opportunities, and outlines American Public Health Association (APHA) goals. The policy statement unites multiple food system themes in a single statement while providing direction and encouragement to APHA leadership and membership to increase its activities that promote a more sustainable, healthier, and equitable food system. Available at: http://www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/ policysearch/default.htm?id=1361.
Examples of APHA policy statements that address food system policies are available on the APHA Policy Statement Database at: http://www.apha.org/ advocacy/policy/ including:
